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The report assesses current safety, erosion, and maintenance issues affecting the fire lane at Dove Mountain Elementary. This fire lane runs along the north side of the campus and intersects with areas accessed by students. 
The existing decomposed granite (DG) surface of the fire lane poses significant safety risks, as loose material often causes slips and falls. Over the past seven years, several minor injuries to both students and staff have been reported due to unstable footing. Additionally, stormwater runoff causes considerable erosion, washing away the DG and creating uneven and hazardous surfaces. Regular maintenance is required after each rainfall to restore the lane, including grading and DG replenishment. However, these maintenance efforts only provide temporary relief. The ongoing cycle of erosion and repair has been a persistent challenge for the maintenance crews. In addition to ensuring the safety of students and staff, it is crucial to maintain the fire lane for emergency vehicle access.
To address these issues, we recommend replacing the DG fire lane with asphalt, as it is the most effective and economical solution. Asphalt offers a stable, slip-resistant surface that significantly reduces the risk of falls and injuries. Its durability minimizes erosion, even on sloped terrain, and requires much less maintenance compared to DG. Asphalt will lower overall costs by eliminating the need for frequent repairs and material replacements.



